Nick and Carol Pollard from EthosMedia.org share
thought-provoking reflections on the latest films.

This is me
‘No-one ever made a difference by being like
everyone else.’ This is a great line in the powerful film
The Greatest Showman, which calls us to reconsider
our attitudes to difference.
It tells something of the real story of Phineas T Barnum,
who never actually said the phrase infamously
attributed to him: ‘there’s a sucker born every minute’.
But he did say (in a speech to the Connecticut State
Legislature in 1865): ‘A human soul, that God has created and Christ died for, is not to be trifled with… amid
all assumptions of caste, it will in due time vindicate the great fact that, without regard to colour or condition,
all men are equally children of the common Father.’
This vision is conveyed in This is Me, one of the most powerful songs in the film (amazingly written during an
overnight flight on the way to pitch the movie to a studio). The lyrics describe someone previously hiding in
the dark: ‘I’ve learned to be ashamed of all my scars. Run away, they say. No one will love you as you are.’,
but now emerging into the light: ‘I am brave, I am bruised, I am who I’m meant to be… I’m not scared to be
seen, I make no apologies, this is me.’
These are inspirational words. And they inevitably raise
the question why all people should have worth. Does
our significance derive from being valued subjectively
by the society in which we live? Or is there an objective
basis for the value of all people? As we seek to answer
those questions, perhaps we should consider the real
Barnum’s statement that all of us are equally children
of the common Father.
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